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A MESSAGE FROM THE 


PRESIDENT 


The landscape of our main campus is changing and all of us 
are excited for the future. 


Not only have we just broken ground on the largest 
construction project in our history, but we are making changes 
to the student life environment that promise to have a long- 
term impact as well. 


Weve broken ground on the new nursing and health sciences 
building this summer, and youll be reading and hearing 
more about it in the coming months, but you may not have 
heard that one of our residence halls will become a learning 
community occupied by students who share a common 
spiritual thread. 


West Hall, constructed in the 1950s, is about to undergo 
a renovation that will be led and paid for by the Wesley 
Foundation, which is leasing the building from the College 
through a 30-year agreement. Beginning in the fall, the 
Methodist student organization will operate its own residence hall for about 40 students. 
Students will apply to live in Wesley House on site, and its operation will be managed by the 
Wesley Foundation. 


There are more than 1,100 community colleges in the nation; and we believe we are the first to 
form such a relationship. 


For more than 50 years, the Wesley Center has done a great job serving students, but the larger 
facility and the opportunity for students to live in a residence hall together expands their impact. 
I believe this new partnership will attract more students from East Texas and beyond, to live in a 
safe and caring, educational environment. 


Next time youre on campus, I hope you will stop by and see the new Wesley House. If you know 
of prospective students interested in applying to live in Wesley House, contact Rev. Sunny Farley 
(brownski@hotmail.com), who is overseeing the renovation and application process. 


L Mk Mata. 


Dr. L. Michael Metke 
President, Tyler Junior College 
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Tyler Junior College is embarking on its largest construction project to date. The new nursing and health 
sciences facility is expected to open in Spring 2015. 
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Photographs of unidentified Apaches are sometimes donated to TJC’s Vaughn Library 
archives, and we could use your help in identifying who's who. If you know anyone in this 
photo from the 1930s, please email apache@tjc.edu or call 903-510-2370. For more photos, 
please see our archive photo folder at www.facebook.com/TJCAlumniAssociation. 


We're having a 


¢ ® ») 
Jurassic Summer 


Dinosaurs have a foothold on the 
Center for Earth & Space Science 
Education at TJC. 
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ON THE COVER: 


Apache Belle Victoria Hernandez, of San Antonio, teaches 
the “feathers up” sign to new friends following the Apache 
Band and Belles’ performance to a capacity crowd in 
Yachiyo City, Japan on March 11. For more, please see 
Page 8. Photo by Allen Arrick. 


The Voice 


Detoured by wheelchair, TJC debater paves new way to success 


By Lori Mellinger 
Contributing Writer 


Promise No. 1: A Quality Education 


eee Boyd believes that whoever 

said silence is golden never had their 
voice stripped away. [hat’s one reason she 
competes so actively on Tyler Junior College's 
speech team. 


‘The 28-year-old Neches sophomore says 
she “never shuts up” these days. 


But that wasn’t always the case. She wasn't 
able to speak for many months after being on 
a ventilator. A debilitating car wreck almost 
took her voice completely — and it did take 
most of her physical mobility. 


‘Talking is important to her, and TJC’s 
speech program is her platform — one she 
flourishes in. 


She used her voice to its fullest in TJC’s 


speech program, helping the team get where 
9 


it had never gone before: to compete in 13 
events as a team at the national level for the 
first time in the school’s history. 


Boyd takes none of this for granted. In 
2001, she was riding in a car when the 
driver overcorrected and crashed. She was 
ejected from the vehicle and not found until 
paramedics were cleaning up the scene. 
After two months in ICU and three months 
at Baylor University Medical Center for 
rehabilitation, she believes her regained voice 
—and speech — is her calling. 

“T heard lots of ‘never going to’s’ when I 
was in the hospital,” she said. “Instead of 
allowing that to define me, I let it 


challenge me. 


A former cross-country competitor 
at Neches High School, Boyd said TJC 
and its speech program have allowed that 
competitiveness to resurge in her. 


“T wanted to go to Texas AXM on a cross- 
country scholarship,” she said. “Obviously, 
that was out of the question, so it was time to 
start a new chapter. 


“lve always been competitive. Now speech 
fills that need in me.” 

Her instructor and TJC’s Director of 
Forensics M’Liss Hindman agrees. 


“My first impression of Theresa was that 
of a competitor who needed an outlet,” 
Hindman said. “Competitive speech has 
filled that for her.” 

This is to the benefit of Boyd, the team 
and the school. 

Boyd's specialties in the program are 
poetry and the after-dinner speech, which she 
describes as a mixture of a persuasive speech 
and comedy. 


And she’s good at it. 


So good, in fact, she has trouble listing her 
first place awards. But they are numerous. 


For Theresa Boyd and her speech and debate teammates, 2012-13 was one of their most winning seasons to date. 
(Please see Pg. 20 for details.) Pictured front, from left: M'Liss Hindman, professor and team coach; Mae Rose Hill 

Tyler; Julia Bodiford, Lindale; Jacque Shackelford, retired professor and coach; Theresa Boyd, Neches; second row, 
Joan Andrews, professor and assistant coach; Deshawn Weston, Grand Prairie; Tom Hill, Lindale; Jonathan Clifton, 
Gilmer; Demetries Coad, Grand Prairie; and John Mullinix, Tyler. 


“She's one of the hardest workers [ve ever 
had on my team,” Hindman said. And she’s 
been at TJC for more than 20 years. “She 
takes instruction to heart. She always wants 
to improve.” 


Boyd left intensive care two months after 
her car wreck. She was on a ventilator when 
she was put in Baylor rehab. She was still 
unable to talk. Injuries from her wreck broke 
the C2 through C5 vertebrae in her neck. 
And while doctors told her she wouldn't walk 
again, she didnt sever her spinal cord. 


‘This was a blow to the former cross- 
country competitor. But a victim, she said, 
she is not. 


“T figured I survived for a reason,” she said. 
“It was time to start a new chapter. 


“It was time to find new blessings.” 


When she regained her voice, the first 
thing she did was use it. 


“T called my mom from Baylor,” Boyd said. 


“T told her I loved her. I told her I was sorry.” 


She said she’s been using her voice 
ever since. 


But Hindman said what makes Boyd such 
a popular competitor on the circuit is her 
ability to listen, too. 

“We call her our little rock star,’ Hindman 
said. “People want to meet her, talk to her, 


even have their pictures taken with her.” 


Her best friend and caregiver, John 
Mullinix, agrees. 


“From the time I met her, I knew Theresa 
wasnt someone you underestimate or 


<4 Boyd plans to use the skills she’s honed in TJC debate to serve as an 


advocate for nursing home patients and staff members. 


challenge,” Mullinix said. “If you do, she’s 
going to prove you wrong every time.” 


Even though Boyd thrives on the 
competition — and the awards are many — she 
said winning awards isn’t the priority 


She topped out her awards list at 13 events 
— the most ever at an American Forensics 
Association national competition. She is 
now the first TJC student to ever break into 
the national quarterfinals. She has also done 
well at Phi Rho Pi, the national forensic 
organization for two-year colleges. 


“The medal isn’t the important thing. It’s 
the message,” she said. 


She uses what she’s learned in competitive 
speech to better herself toward what she 
believes now is her true calling: Advocacy for 
both nursing home patients and staff. 


continued on page 17 


As a power player during Team TJC’s speech and 
debate season, Theresa Boyd was the first TJC 
student ever to break into the national quarterfinals. 


roadway Bound | 


By Elise Mullinix 
Editorial Manager 


Promise No. 2: A Vibrant Student Life 


Cy. spring break in March, theater 
major Sydney Walter began mulling 


her summer internship options. 


Through an online search, the Garland 
sophomore came across a notice for a 
summer program at the Eugene O’Neill 
Theater Center in New York City, one of 
the oldest playhouses on Broadway. 


“T had already applied a few other places, 
mostly in Texas,” she said, “but I thought, 
‘Hey, it’s the Eugene O'Neill, so why not 
give it a shot?” 


Named for the Pulitzer and Nobel 
prize-winning playwright who created such 
historic works as “The Iceman Cometh” 
and “Long Day's Journey Into Night,” the 
Eugene O'Neill Theater has been home 
to notable productions including “Yentl,” 
“California Suite,” “Annie,” “Grease,” 
and its current offering, “Ihe Book of 
Mormon.” 


So, Walter sent in the requisite 
application, cover letter and reference 
letters from professors, then continued 
with her spring-breaking. 


Before she could say, “There's no business 
like show business,’ Walter scored a 
phone interview with general manager Jill 
Anderson, followed closely by another call 
inviting her to spend the summer working 
Cc 2 s Cc 
alongside Broadway professionals in New 


York City. 


o 


cal, “The Book of Mormon.” 


“To say I was shocked would be an 
understatement,’ she said. “Ms. Anderson 
called me with the news while I was driving 
on Fifth Street, headed to campus to work 
on the Apache Belles’ spring show.” 


] a.**iat Beale é 
be ea sa mit ba gs 
bes Ba ibe 

ee ss 8 


Walter's handiwork was evident in many TJC productions this year, including Steve Martin's “Picasso at the 


Lapin Agile” in Jean Browne Theatre this spring. 


Apache Belles Director Jasilyn Schaefer 
said, “Sydney played a huge role in the 
lighting for our show this year. As the 
Apache Belles work each year with the 
theater department, we get to know 
students like Sydney, who work so hard 
and put in so many hours doing what 
they love.” 


The Eugene O'Neill Theater Center 
is the country’s preeminent organization 
dedicated to the development of new works 
and new voices for American theater. It 
has been home to more than 1,000 new 
works for the stage and to more than 2,500 
emerging artists. 


Interns work 
alongside industry 
professionals in the 
National Puppetry 
Conference, 
National Musical 
©) Theater Conference, 

© National Playwrights 
Conference and 
the Cabaret & 
Performance 
Conference. 


Walter will be 
working with 
professionals in her 
chosen specialty of 


teat > 


, 


The Eugene O'Neill Theatre is currently home to the Tony Award-winning musi- stage lighting/electrical. 


“Tam not an actor, 
but I love the technical 
aspect of theater,” she said. “TJC has given 
me the opportunity to work a variety of 
areas, from costumes to lighting and scenic 
design; but my primary focus is lighting.” 


<q Sydney Walter's home away from home at TJC was the light board in the Wise Auditorium balcony, 
where she operated lighting for many productions, including the spring musical, “The Secret Garden,” 


and the Apache Belles Spring Show. 


During her two-month internship, 
Walter will live in a residence hall with her 
mentors and fellow interns. 


“Tt’s within walking distance of the 
theater, so we will be spending pretty 
much all of our time living and working 
together,” she said. 


That might seem like an awful lot of 
togetherness, but she said, “That's part 
of what drew me to the Eugene O’Neill 
program in the first place. It was their 
emphasis on togetherness and the close- 
knit, family atmosphere. 


“That’s how we do it at TJC. We're a 
family.” 


Professor Lara Smith couldn’t be more 
proud — or less surprised — about Walter's 
achievement. 


“Sydney truly has the perfect 
combination to be successful,” said Smith, 
who chairs the TJC Department of Speech, 
Theatre and Dance. “She is passionate 
about theater, talented and skilled in a 
variety of technical aspects and has the 
dedication to put it all together. We've 
been fortunate to have her at TJC, and the 
Eugene O’Neill will be fortunate to have 
her in their internship program.” 


Walter is excited about the opportunity 
this internship will offer. 


“This won't be academia,” she said. “This 
will be a real-life Broadway theater with 
real-life professionals. 


“T believe this will be where I decide if 
this is really what I want to do with my life. 
I can't wait to see what happens 
from here.” 
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Apache Band and Belles take service trip to Japan 


By Elise Mullinix 


Editorial Manager 


he Apache Band and Belles spent their spring break on a 
service trip to Japan, where they performed for U.S. troops 
stationed at Yokosuka and Atsugi naval bases near Tokyo. 


About 100 TJC students, alumni, parents and staff went on 
the 10-day trip, which also included many opportunities to learn 
about Japanese customs and culture. 


The Apache Band and Belles also spent a day in Yachiyo, which 
is a Tyler Sister City, and performed with local school groups in 
front of an enthusiastic, capacity crowd. 


To say the TJC group was met with open arms would be an 
understatement. At every turn, the Japanese people came up to the 
TJC travelers, wanted to meet and talk and take photos with them 
and, most of all, make them feel welcome. 


“A delegation from Yachiyo visited Tyler in late 2012, so we 
were thrilled to reconnect with our Yachiyo friends and return the 
gesture of camaraderie that they so graciously showed us during 
their Texas visit,” said Dr. Kim Russell, TJC vice president of 
advancement and external affairs, who led the TJC contingent to 
Japan. 

At each of the military bases and at the Yachiyo performance, 


the TJC group presented its hosts with a Texas flag that had been 
flown over the State Capitol in Austin. 


Students at Seitoku University treated their TJC counterparts to 
a cultural exchange, including a demonstration of some 20 ancient 
Japanese costumes ranging from Samurai armor for the men to 
elaborate kimonos for the women. 


“T feel like 'm in a time machine right now, and this is going 


back to the feudal age of Japan,” TJC Apache Band member Max 
Dannenberg said as Seitoku students adorned him in a heavy, 
multi-layered Samurai uniform. 


As the trip progressed, TJC students became more and more 
accustomed to the Japanese food and culture, often forgoing their 
usual forks and knives for chopsticks and sushi. 


Apache Belles Director Jasilyn Schaefer said, “As an educator, 
you always hope that these trips result not just in fun and typical 
tourist experiences but in a true cultural education — a learning 
experience that wont be forgotten. 


“This trip to Japan did exactly that. There were so many 
moments of education regarding the Japanese culture and how 
people half a world away live their lives. The students also gained a 
renewed appreciation for our U.S. military servicemen and women 
—and their families — who live and serve all over the world and 
sacrifice so much by being so far from home.” 

Lt. Brian Garcia of Humble attended the Atsugi performance 
with his daughters. 


“T haven't been home to Texas in quite a while; so this was a 
real treat to bring my little girls, who also want to be dancers,” 
Garcia said. 

Apache Band member Victoria Hiles said, “Whatever we can do 
to help out the troops, I want to do it. I have a lot of respect for 
those serving our country and all they do for us. ‘They give up so 
much for America. 


In addition to the performances, the TJC group managed to 
squeeze in recreational time at Tokyo Disneyland, visited many 
shrines and sites in Tokyo and the surrounding area, took a boat 
ride on Lake Ashi, and got an up-close look at Mt. Fuji. 


“If you go to TJC, chances are you'll have an opportunity 
to experience different parts of the world and have your life 
changed in ways you never expected,” Russell said. 


“We all came home forever changed by our new friends and 
experiences in Japan.” 


For more Japan photos, go to tylerjuniorcollege.smugmug.com/Japan2 
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Above, Circle of Honor recipients, from left, are: Andrew Nall (who accepted on behalf of his daughter, honoree 
Mandy Nall), Delton Wright, Terry Stillabower, Donald “Ike” Forte, Scott Stewart and Ivory Lee Brown. At right, Ike 
Forte speaks to the crowd following his induction. 


Six Apaches inducted into Circle of Honor 


Tyler Junior College recognized a 
new group of inductees into the TJC 
Sports Circle of Honor during an awards 
luncheon on Saturday, Feb. 16. 


The 2013 inductees were: 

* Ivory Lee Brown, football, 1988-89 

¢ Ike Forte, football, 1973-74 

¢ Mandy Nall, tennis, 1987-89 

¢ Scott Stewart, tennis, 1987-89 

° Terry Stillabower, basketball, 1964-66 

* Delton Wright, football coach, 1981-95 


Donning their new, gold jackets, the 
inductees were introduced to the crowd 
during halftime of the men’s basketball 
game against Panola College that 
afternoon. The day was also proclaimed 


Alumni Day at Wagstaff Gym. 


“One of the great pleasures of serving as 
athletic director at TJC is to welcome back 
and recognize the accomplishments of our 
many former athletes and coaches,” said Dr. 
Tim Drain, TJC director of intercollegiate 
athletics. “This year’s class of inductees to 


the Sports Circle of Honor has achieved 
great success in sports and in life. We are 
honored to welcome them into the fold.” 


The Circle of Honor was established 
in 1995 to honor former TJC student- 
athletes, coaches and special contributors to 
the athletic program who have excelled in 
athletics and made an impact on the lives 
of others. 


Previous inductees into the Circle of 
Honor include: Floyd Wagstaff, football 
and basketball coach and athletic director; 
Brady P. Gentry, special contributor; 
James “Babe” Hallmark, football player 
and football; Charlie McGinty, football 
and football coach; Billy Jack Doggett, 
basketball player and athletic director; Roy 
Thomas, basketball player and coach; Lee 
Ann Riley, basketball player and coach; 
Fred Kniffen, tennis coach; Robert Cox, 
tennis player and coach; Harry Bostic, 
Kelly Chapman, Herbert Richardson, 
O’Neal Weaver, James “Poo” Welch, 


Bonnie Buchanan Gray, Russell Boone, 


Janice Mulford, V.C. “Buck” Overall, Jose 
Palafox, Foster Bullock, Van Samford, 
Milton Williams, Jesse Marshall, Robert 
Pack, Johnny Johnston, Jana Crosby 
Russell, Bryan Miller, Ardie D, Dixon, C.L. 
Nix, Evelyn Joe Troell Newman, David 
Rodriguez, Jack Sweeny, Scotti Wood, 
Rosie Aldridge Smart, Acker Hanks, Burl 
Plunkett, Tommy Sawyer, Jimmy Edelen, 
Vern Lewis and Charlotte Reescano, 
basketball; Bill “Tiger” Johnson, David 
Lunceford, Jimmy Murphy, Mack Pogue, 
Jimmy Dickey, Leon Fuller, Bill Herchman, 
John Linney, Dan Page, Lawrence 
Strickland, Dwain Bean, Kenneth Bahnsen, 
Kenneth Coffey, Jack Murphy, Raymond 
McGallion, Gene Shannon, Charles 
Quilter, Royce Townsend, Earl Dotson, Jim 
Wright, Lloyd L. Pate, Robert “Bob” Price, 
Richard Farris, Robert Talkington, Aubrey 
Schulz, Bobby Page, Wayne Hill, Donnie 
Murphy and Gene Staples, football; and 
Dessie M. Samuels, Judy Kniffen Clardy 
and Randy Mattingley, tennis. 
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National titles once again for men’s, women’s tennis 


Women’s Tennis 

The Apache Ladies tennis team claimed 
its fourth straight NJCAA Division I 
Women’s Tennis national championship 
May 9, at the Jim Reffkin Tennis Center 
in Tucson, Ariz. It was the ladies’ 17th 
national championship. ‘The Apache Ladies 
have now won four consecutive titles for 
the second time in school history after 
winning five in a row between 1998 and 
2002. Midland College has the second 
most women’s tennis national titles with 
seven. [he team finished the regular season 
with an overall tournament record of 13-5 
after taking their last five tournaments by a 
erand total of 53 wins and three losses and 
winning the regional championship. 
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The Apache Ladies tennis team celebrates 
its fourth straight national title on May 9 in 

Tucson, Ariz. This marks the 17th national 
title for the TJC women’s tennis team. 


Men's Tennis 

The men’s tennis team won the National 
Championship Tournament held at Collin 
College Spring Creek Campus in Plano. 
This marked the seventh national title for 
TJC men’s tennis, also earning national 
titles in 1984, 1994, 1995, 1998, 2002 and 
2010. The men finished the regular season 
with a 17-6 record, claiming their regional 
championship by winning their last 
15 tournaments. 


MEN’S 
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Baseball 

The Apache baseball team ended its 
season with a 38-19 overall record, losing 
in the District C Championship game 
to No. 5 Brookhaven. Despite losing, 
the Apaches were still ranked No. 7 in 
the nation among NJCAA Division III 
colleges. TJC defeated Cedar Valley in two 
games, May 10 and 11, to earn a chance 
for official post-season play. 


Women’s Golf 

The women’s golf team won their last 
two tournaments of the year and headed to 
their National Championship Tournament 
in Mesa, Ariz., where the team finished 
fifth. The ladies won the Region XIV title, 
and finished first among nine teams at 
the Centenary University Invitational in 


Bossier City, La. 


Follow the Apaches and 
Apache Ladies sports 
teams all year long at 


i ————~ —— 


www.apacheathletics.com. 


The TJC men’s tennis team captured its seventh NJCAA national title. 


Men’s Golf 

The men’s golf team has finished in 
the top three of all five tournaments they 
played this spring, including winning the 
championship at the TJC Invitational. 
They finished as runner-up in the Texas 
State Championships, and finished ninth 
in the national tournament held in May in 
Scottsboro, Ala. 


Women’s Basketball 

The women’s basketball team finished 
with an 11-19 record, falling to Trinity 
Valley Community College in the 
quarterfinals. Freshman Shernise 
Robertson was named to the NJCAA 
Honorable Mention All-American team. 
She was also named First Team All-Region. 


Men’s Basketball 

The men’s basketball team finished 
the season with a 22-9 record after 
losing to rival San Jacinto College in the 
quarterfinals. Anthony Odunsi and TaJon 
Welcome were named to the Region XIV 
Second Team, while DeAndre Harris was 
named to the All Region Third Team. 
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Alumni couple establishes the Rick and Bonnie Rayford Scholarship Endowment 


By Elissa Meisenheimer 


Giving back to their alma 
mater, lyler Junior College 
alumni Rick and Bonnie 
Rayford, of Tyler, have 
established an endowed 
scholarship to help TJC students 
follow their dreams and expand 
their God-given talents. 


“The reason I wanted to 
establish a scholarship at TJC 
was so that I could give back to 
the institution that influenced 
our own educations in such 
a positive manner. It is very rewarding to know that we will be 
helping students to pursue their dreams,” Mr. Rayford said. 


Rick and Bonnie Rayford 


The Rick and Bonnie Rayford Scholarship Endowment will 
benefit [JC students who demonstrate financial need, giving 
preference to students who have graduated from a high school in 
Smith County. The endowed scholarship will award to the first 
recipient during the 2013-14 academic year. 


The Rayfords’ earliest memories of TJC contributed to their 
decision to help local students attend TJC. Mr. Rayford remembers 
attending T'JC Apache football and basketball games as a young 
boy. “Growing up, I never missed a home game—I loved the 
Apaches! I knew then that this was the school I wanted to 
go to, he said. 


Mrs. Rayford’s greatest memories of TJC also began at an early 
age. Her father, James Ryan, sold Hostess cupcakes to the TeePee, 
which was TJC’s student center and cafeteria from 1948 to 1989. 
Not only did she meet many professors and staff with whom her 
father had become friends, but she also remembers when she told 
TJC President Dr. Harry Jenkins she wanted to go to TJC when 


she grew up and he encouraged her to write to him, which she did. 


“A few days later, Dr. Jenkins sent me a package with pencils, 
notepads, key chains and other trinkets with TJC’s logo, and I was 
so excited,” she said. 


Having benefitted from scholarships himself, Mr. Rayford fondly 
remembers how Emma Lou Prater eagerly helped him obtain the 
scholarships that allowed him to pursue his education. Mrs. Prater 
was employed by TJC for many years in the business office and 
later as director of student organizations. 


“With her help, and the help of Brookshire Grocery Company's 
scholarship program, I was able to fulfill my dream of going to 
college,” he said. 


Mrs. Rayford graduated from TJC in 1973 with an associate's 


degree in business. 


“T attended Tyler Junior College following high school (1971- 
1973),” she said, “and the faculty still had that same respect and 
compassion for students that I had witnessed there at an early age. 
They've never lost their desire to help each student succeed. I am 
very proud of the education I received at TJC and of the character 
and integrity of this institution.” 


Mrs. Rayford continued her education at The University of Texas 
at Tyler and earned a Bachelor of Science degree in education. 
Having taught school children for 17 years, she retired and is 
currently serving on the Smith County Champions for Children 
board of directors. 


“The foundation I received at Tyler Junior College gave me the 
confidence to continue my education at The University of Texas at 
Tyler. Having a college education allowed me to pursue my dreams 
of becoming a teacher and sharing my love of learning,” she said. 


Mr. Rayford obtained an Associate of Arts degree at TJC 
in 1973, then earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in business 
administration at UT Tyler in 1976. 


“My education at TJC gave me the necessary tools to achieve 
a degree from The University of Texas at Tyler. Our education 
enabled both of us to advance in our careers—hers as an educator 
and mine in business,” he said. 


Mr. Rayford currently serves as president and CEO of 
Brookshire Grocery Company, headquartered in ‘Tyler. 


“In my leadership role at Brookshire Grocery Company, I have 
been fortunate to partner with Tyler Junior College to develop 
the Retail Management Certificate program that is being taught 
at our facility. This program is giving our partners (employees) 
the opportunity to achieve their education and to become better 
equipped for their roles with the company. When business and 
education collaborate, great things happen. 


“T realized at an early age that a really good education is an 
avenue for opportunity that might not otherwise exist. Bonnie 
and I passed on our passion for education to our children, both of 
whom went on to complete their college educations as well.” 


The Rayfords have two daughters and seven grandchildren. 


To any other alumni considering a contribution to scholarships, 
“I would encourage anyone, no matter where they went to school, 
to give back. As my dad always said, “You can never take away a 
person's education.’ That was a very powerful statement from a 


man who was only able to attend school through the eighth grade,” 
Mrs. Rayford said. 


For information on these and other TJC scholarships, please go 
to www.tjc.edu/scholarships. 
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TJC receives national award for educational fundraising 


Members of the TJC Foundation Board of Directors pictured front, from | 


Pope 


eft, are: John Glass, Billie Hartley, Verna Hall, Ralph Davis, Rusty Fletcher, Annette Findley, 
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LaVerne Gollob, Laura Hyde; second row, Paul Owen, Billy Hibbs Jr., Dr. Bill Pirtle, Harold Beaird, Dr. Pat Thomas, David McCullough, Dr. Sam Houston, 
Mark Strawn, Lee Gibson, Sam Dawson, Jon Jacobs, Nancy Lunceford, Eddie Howard, Dr. Mike Metke, Jerry Woolverton, Loren Bennett, Dr. Kim Russell, 


Dr. Paul Latta and Mel Lovelady. 


Tyler Junior College is one of four 
public, two-year institutions nationwide 
—and the only two-year institution in 
Texas — to be recognized by the Council for 
Advancement and Support of Education 
(CASE), for overall performance in 
educational fundraising. 


CASE has named 68 colleges and 
universities and 18 independent schools 
as recipients of its 2013 Educational 
Fundraising Awards, which recognize 
institutions for overall performance and 
improvement in educational 
fundraising programs. 


“We are honored that Tyler Junior 
College was selected for this award,” said 
Dr. Kim Russell, TJC vice president for 
advancement and external affairs. Russell 
also serves as executive director of the 
TJC Foundation. “Our success is due to 
the TJC Foundation board of directors 
and, specifically, our dedicated 
investment committee. 


“We thank TJC President Dr. Mike 
Metke for his outstanding leadership of the 
college and support of the foundation.” 


Members of the TJC Foundation 
investment committee are: Billy Hibbs Jr., 
chair; James I. Perkins; Lee Gibson; Eleanor 


Stringer; and David McCullough. 


Other institutions awarded in TJC’s 
category were: Community College 
of Allegheny County (Pa.), Northern 
Wyoming Community College 
District (Wyo.) and SUNY Westchester 
Community College (N.Y.). 


“Our success Is due to the 
TJC Foundation board of directors 
and, specifically, our dedicated 
investment committee.” 


- Dr. Kim Russell 


Selection is based on data submitted to 
the Council for Aid to Education’s annual 
Voluntary Support of Education survey. A 
CASE member institution is automatically 
eligible to receive an overall performance or 
overall improvement award, provided it has 
participated in the VSE survey for the past 
three years. 


For 18 of the 86 institutions recognized, 
2013 marks the first year they have received 
a CASE Educational Fundraising Award. 


TJC is a first-time recipient. 


Institutions are evaluated within 
appropriate peer groups by volunteer 
judges. When reviewing data profiles, the 
judging panel does not know the name of 
the institution tied to the data. 


Winning institutions will be recognized 
in the awards gallery at the 2013 Summit 
for Leaders in Advancement conference to 
be held in July in San Francisco. 


The Tyler Junior College Foundation is a 
separate, 501(c)(3) organization governed 
by a 35-member, self-perpetuating 
board of directors. Institutionally related 
foundations play a vital role in raising and 
managing private resources in support of 
public institutions like Tyler Junior College. 


The TJC Foundation facilitates gift 
transactions, provides management and 
oversight of investments, and ensures that 
gifted funds are used in compliance with 
donor intent and maintained separately 


from public funds. 
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Each year, TJC faculty and staff members participate in a campaign to raise funds for scholarships, the United Way of Smith County, and other campus programs. 
This year, employees gave a total of $37,820. Of that amount, almost $20,000 went directly to Promises To Keep scholarships for TJC students. A thank-you 
luncheon was held Wednesday, Jan. 30, to provide the 25 TJC scholarship recipients an opportunity to meet and show their appreciation to TJC employees who 
donated to the campaign. Students (in gold shirts) and faculty members pictured front, from left, are: Nathan Hone, Lindale; Alisa Blacknall, Tyler; Sydney Luce, 
Tyler, Jeremy Drennen, Tyler; Kayla Cotton, Fairfield; second row, Renee Stephens, Grand Prairie; Elizabeth Hobbs; Karen Cooper; Lisa Baker; and Kathy Wilson. 


Scholarship fund created in memory of ‘forever Apache’ Kenneth Prater 


By Fred M. Peters 


As the husband of former activities 
director Emma Lou Prater, Kenneth 
Prater logged countless miles in TJC vans, 
transporting 1'JC cheerleading squads to 
games and competitions. When he wasnt 
driving cheerleaders — and even in the years 
after Emma Lou retired — he was driving 
the family car so he and Emma Lou could 
watch TJC football, baseball or basketball 
games. 

Kenneth Prater made his final journey in 


late April. He was 86. 


Kenneth and Emma Lou proudly 
recalled they attended 123 consecutive TJC 
football games. ‘They served hundreds of 
meals to students at their home and were 
regulars at most any TJC event. 


“KP. as we referred to him as students 

of Tyler Junior College, was known by 

all as one of the most faithful and loyal 
Apache fans,” recalls Dr. Blair Blackburn, a 
former TJC cheerleader who now serves as 
executive vice president for Dallas Baptist 
University. “KP possessed a passion for 
Apache athletics and could always be seen 
sporting his ‘black and gold’ at Apache 


football or basketball games ... or even 
around town. 


“He was dedicated to helping Emma 
Lou with whatever she was doing for 
the students. From driving vans to take 
cheerleaders to athletic events to grilling 
burgers in his backyard for athletes or 
Student Senate members, KP was a servant, 
who always placed the students first. TJC 
benefited from having KP as one of her 
dedicated supporters. As students, we were 
blessed by KP’s investment in our lives, 
demonstrating for us what it meant to be a 
true servant leader to others.” 


Prater retired from the Cotton Belt 
Railroad after 43 years. He enjoyed all 
sports but was particularly fond of baseball 
and played semi-professionally for the 
Edom Redbirds. 


‘The Praters were married for 65 years. 
Emma Lou, who received the Black 
and Gold Award in 1996 and a Special 
Recognition Award in 2012 from the 
TJC Alumni Association, continues to be 


involved in alumni work and TJC activities. 


“Kenneth and Emma Lou Prater are 


Kenneth and Emma Lou Prater 


forever Apaches,” said Angie Clemons, staff 
coordinator for intercollegiate athletics. “KP 
may be gone, but I will forever see him in the 
stands at Rose Stadium or anxiously pacing 
along the mezzanine in Wagstaff Gym.” 
Memorial contributions may be made to 
the Kenneth Prater Scholarship Fund with 
the TJC Foundation. Call 903-510-2382 


for information. 


ORTHOPEDICS 
SCHOLARSHIP GOLF TOURNAMENT 


Benefitting the TJC Foundation 


SAVE THE DATE 
FOR THE 26™ ANNUAL EVENT 


Hollytree Country Club 
Thursday, September 5, 2013 


For more information visit www.tjc.edu/golftournament or call 903.510.3048 
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Awards of Excellence Luncheon brings together scholarship donors and recipients 


y 


Melissa Ellis (center) receives the Austin P. Turner Award for Excellence from 
Dr. Rita Bryant Turner (left), who established the award in honor of her late 
husband; and Mary Scarborough, TJC business professor. 


Baylee Massey (right) receives the Dr. Glen Dyer Dental Hygiene Excellence 
Award from Dr. Glen Dyer, retired TJC dental clinic supervisor, whom the award 
was established to honor. 


% 
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Crystal Hill receives the Katie Bryant Endowed Award for Excellence from | 
Dr. Rita Bryant Turner (left), who established the award in honor of her daughter. 
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Katherine Williams receives the Dale and Cathryn Cates Award for Excellence 
from Dr. Betsy Ott (left), TJC biology professor. 


Hannah Root (right) receives the E. Fred Herschbach Foreign Language Awar 
from John Hays (left), TJC foreign language professor/department chair; and 
Fred Herschbach, who named the award in honor of his father. 


th 


David DeClerck (right) receives the Raul and Caridad Hernandez Endowed 
Scholarship from Dr. James Rozell, TJC chemistry professor. 
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Joseph Brem receives the TJC Accounting Department Annual Scholarship. Christie Stallcup receives the TJC Anatomy and Physiology Faculty Scholarship 
From left: Shelley Cross, TJC business professor; Joseph Brem, award Award from Dr. Betsy Ott (left), TJC biology professor. 
recipient; Mary Scarborough, TJC business professor; Georgia McLain, friend 
of recipient. 


a | = ™ 
Two students, Monica Eastburn (center) and Steve Morgan (right) receive the TJC Casey Streckert (right) receives the Watson W. Wise Incentive Award from 
Social Science Department Scholarship of Excellence from Geoffrey Willbanks, Shelby Brown, TJC director of advancement operations and annual giving. 


TJC history/government professor and social sciences department chair. 


continued from page 5 The Voice 


She speaks to patients and staff about how they can have more TJC has always provided that support.“Speech and debate is what 
empathy for one another and build better relationships. the United Nations should be,” Hindman said. “We have all different 


; : : asts, ethnicities and gender ‘kin ther.” 
She also speaks to high school students about making better pasts el ties and genders worl 6 tOpctie 


choices and sits on the board for the East Texas Council for Boyd agrees. 


Independent Living. P ; : , 
[ 5 ‘We pride ourselves in working together even when we compete 


“When you speak, you can make someone feel, think and maybe against one another,” she said. 
even change their mind,” Boyd said. “You change one mind, you 


" Boyd also believes it translates into her future and a greater goal, 
change the world. 


which, for her, includes more time devoted to a life 
Hindman said Boyd is certainly a testament to the ongoing and of advocacy. 


Dr speech tradition at TJC. éé sites ioyter 
proud speech traditio JC When we leave the earth we leave a footprint,” Boyd said. “What 


“We have a long and proud history,” she said. “Theresa is an we do here will be measured by this footprint we leave. 
=) E y: yi Ie 
important part of it.” fe ‘ : 
F Up ae Oru I want my footprint to be measured by the lives I touch.” 
Hindman said competitive speech can transform someone. 


“It can change your self-concept and confidence,” she said. “It takes 
a lot of commitment and a supportive school.” 
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APACHE BELLES SPRING SHOW ‘IT’S A SOUTHERN THING’ « APRIL 4-6 « WISE AUDITORIUM 


Go to tylerjuniorcollege.smugmug.com for galleries of all TJC events! You might see yourself! 
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A Tyler Junior 
College nursing 
professor recently 
earned an award 
from the Association 
of Clinical Research 
Professionals at 
- the organization's 

’ global conference in 


Orlando, Fla. 
Debbie A. Waldrop, a professor in the 


TJC associate degree nursing program and 
part-time research consultant, received the 
Advancing Public Awareness in Clinical 
Research Award, which recognizes an 
individual who has contributed to the 
public’s understanding of clinical research 
and participation in studies, and to the 
advancement of the profession. 


Debbie Waldro 


TJC speech and debate team 


The Tyler Junior College speech and 
debate team is officially the best in Texas. 


The team was named state champion at 
the Texas Community College Forensic 
Championship Tournament held Feb. 8-10 
at Central Texas Community College 
in Killeen. 


The team earned first place in Overall 
Sweepstakes, first place in Individual Events 
Sweepstakes, and third place in Debate 
Sweepstakes. 


Tom Hill, of Lindale, earned first place 
for lop Overall Speaker. 


Deshawn Weston, of Grand Prairie, 
earned second place for Overall Speaker 


and first place in Individual Events Speaker. 


First place awards: 

¢Tom Hill and Julia Bodiford, of Lindale, 
in Parliamentary Debate 

¢ Tom Hill in Impromptu Speaking 

¢ Deshawn Weston in Poetry 
Interpretation and Program Oral 
Interpretation 

¢ Demetries Coad, of South Grand 
Prairie, in Dramatic Interpretation 

* Hill and Theresa Boyd, of Tyler, tied for 
first place in Speech to Entertain. 


“Tying for first in an event is very rare; 
but Tom and Theresa are both talented, 


Waldrop was recognized for her 
commitment to educating the public 
regarding clinical research across more 
than 20 years in the profession through 
appearances on television, development of 
patient education days and presentations 
on research participation to potential 
volunteers and on research careers to 
middle school girls, among other efforts. 


A certified clinical research consultant 
since 1992, she has managed Phase 
I through IV pharmaceutical studies 
and various government-sponsored 
studies, developed and participated in 
investigator-initiated studies, established 
three clinical research offices and various 
training programs for patients, staff, 
and investigators, served as a member 
of an institutional review board and on 


earns state championship 


funny people!” said TJC professor and team 
director M’Liss Hindman. 


Second place awards: 

¢ Mae Rose Hill, of Tyler, and Weston in 
Duo Interpretation 

* Julia Bodiford in Program Oral 
Interpretation 

¢ Tom Hill in Extemporaneous Speaking 


Third place awards: 

¢ Deshawn Weston in Dramatic 
Interpretation 

* Jonathan Clifton, of Gilmer, in NFA 
Lincoln Douglas Debate 

* Julia Bodiford in Prose Interpretation 

¢ Theresa Boyd in Poetry Interpretation 


Fourth place awards: 

¢ Mae Rose Hill in Dramatic 
Interpretation 

* Jonathan Clifton in Communication 


Analysis 
Fifth place award: 


¢ Josh Benstowe, of Trinity, in 
Impromptu Speaking 

“These students represented TJC in the 
best of ways: not only did they win, they 


did so with grace and poise,” Hindman 
said. 


Assistant director is TJC professor 
Joan Andrews. 


multiple boards of directors, published 

in journals, and presented at the ACRP 
Global Conference & Exhibition and 
other national conferences. For ACRP, 

she served with the former Site Managers 
Forum in 2004-10 and on the membership 
committee of the North Texas Chapter in 
1998-2000. 


Waldrop said her award was due, in 
part, to her years of participation in 1'JC’s 
Expanding Your Horizons program, a day 
of workshops promoting mathematics and 
science careers to middle school girls. Her 
program, “Gummy Bears vs. Jelly Beans: 
Research in Action,” introduced girls to 
clinical research as a career path. 


“TJC serves the community in so many 
ways, she said. “I am blessed to be a part 
Orie,” 


Business incubator 
graduate wins 
international award 


The National Business Incubation 
Association named Fiber Network 
Solutions as the 2013 Outstanding 
Incubator Graduate in the nontechnology 
category during NBIA’%s International 
Conference on Business Incubation 
in Boston. 


A graduate of the Tyler Area Business 
Incubator located on the TJC West 
Campus, Fiber Network Solutions provides 
fiber optic and electrical services in the 
renewable energy industry. Ihe company’s 
experience includes work on more than 
4,600 wind turbines for organizations such 
as GE, Siemens and Mitsubishi. 


Fiber Network Solutions was established 
in 2000 and entered the Tyler Area Business 
Incubator in 2003. The incubator provided 
vital mentoring and advice and facilitated 
connections between Fiber Network 
Solutions and other skilled companies that 
helped with business marketing, brochures 
and administrative support services. 


Each year, the NBIA Incubation Awards 
honor the business programs, graduates and 
client companies that represent the best of 
the industry. 


Three TJC professors named endowed teaching chairs 


Three Tyler Junior 
College professors have 
distinguished themselves 
as endowed teaching 
chairs for 2013. 


The TJC Endowed 
Chair for Teaching 
Excellence program 
enables professors to 
nominate and reward their peers who 
demonstrate excellence as educators. 


Linda Bellington 


This year’s endowed chair recipients are: 
¢ Linda Bellington, mathematics, ‘The 
Mable Williams Endowed Chair for 


Teaching Excellence 


¢ Gloria Brooks, English, The Dorothy 
Fay and Jack White Endowed Chair for 
Teaching Excellence 

¢ Heather Mensch, jazz studies and 
applied low brass, Ihe George W. Pirtle 
and El Freda Taylor Pirtle Endowed Chair 


for Teaching Excellence 


Winners were 
surprised during their 
respective classes with 
a fanfare of applause 
and balloons, followed 
by presentations of 
certificates and checks 
from TJC President Dr. 
Mike Metke and Provost 
Dr. Butch Hayes. 


Endowed teaching chair recipients 
receive $2,000 each for two years ($4,000 
total), which includes a $1,500 cash stipend 
and $500 for professional development for 
each year. The professional development 
portion may be applied toward a personal 
professional development plan, including 
travel, books, conferences and equipment. 


Gloria Brooks 


Twenty-two, full-time TJC professors 
were nominated by their peers to apply 
for the award. Of the 22 nominees, 10 
professors chose to undergo the intense 
application process. 


Those 10 nominees 
were: Bellington; Dr. 
Gordon Betts, biology; 
Brooks; Gigi Delk, 
computer information 
systems/game and 
simulation development; 
Jeanne Ivy, psychology; 
Brenda Korich, surgical 
technology; Jan 
McCauley, history/government; Mensch; 
Terri Mittica, associate degree nursing; 
and Melanie Ward, reading/developmental 


education. 


Heather Mensch 


Each received a certificate of recognition 
and a nomination from TJC to receive 
recognition at the National Institute for 
Staff and Organizational Development | 
(NISOD) annual conference in May | 


in Austin. 


Since the program's inception in 1990, 
there have been 64 professors designated as 
distinguished TJC endowed chairs. 


Alpha Omicron ranked 5th Phi Theta Kappa chapter at international convention 


Alpha Omicron, the TJC chapter of Phi 
‘Theta Kappa, received an overall ranking of 
5th in the world during the honor society's 
recent 95th International Convention in 


San Jose, Calif. 


The chapter also received numerous 
other awards. Alpha Omicron was ranked 
fifth by virtue of its selection as fourth 
finalist for 2013 Most Distinguished 
Chapter. 


A total of 1,904 chapter entries were 
received for the 2013 Phi Theta Kappa 
International Hallmark Awards. These 
awards, based on judged applications, 
recognize individuals, chapters and regions 
for excellence in the Society's Hallmarks 
of Scholarship, Leadership, Service and 
Fellowship as exemplified through Honors 


in Action activities. 


Alpha Omicron’s Windsor Grove 
Restoration Project, an effort chaired by 
chapter officer Kyle McDougal, scored the 


highest in that service category. It also won 


a Distinguished Honors in Action Project 
Award for “excellence in academic research, 
leadership roles, leadership development, 
service learning and collaboration.” 


TJC’s Alpha Omicron was also 
recognized as an International 
Distinguished Chapter, which is bestowed 
only to the top 10 percent of chapters 
worldwide. 


Advisor Gigi Delk was honored with a 
Continued Excellence Award for Advisors. 
Advisors Shannon Cross and Felecia 
Neely-Morris received Horizon Awards for 
advisors at the regional level. 


“Any of the 1,300 Phi Theta Kappa 
chapters worldwide would be thrilled 
to win even one International Hallmark 
Award,” Delk said. “It is quite an honor to 
return to Tyler with five.” 


TJC alumna, former Apache Belle and 
chapter advisor Judy Turman received one 
of the first International Alumni Awards 
of Appreciation, in recognition for her 


exemplary support for Phi Theta Kappa. 


The chapter's college project, featuring 
an on-campus visit by former Harlem 
Globetrotter Melvin Adams, was one of 
only two Texas chapter projects featured in 
the Idea Network, a live presentation area 
in the convention center where successful 
chapters shared project details with 
convention attendees. 


Officers Renee Stephens, Kyle 
McDougal, Jesus Espinoza and Melissa Ellis 
were nominated as Distinguished Chapter 
officers and recognized at the regional level. 
Ellis, Espinoza, Brianna Tucker, and Taylor 
Griffin were also named to the All-Texas 
Academic Team. 


Alpha Omicron was also identified as 
a Five-Star chapter, the highest chapter 
ranking. Five-Star status was bestowed on 


36 of the 88 Texas chapters for 2013. 


Por more information on TJC’s Alpha 
Omicron chapter of Phi Theta Kappa, 
please go to www.tjc.edu/ptk. . 
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ETSO joining TJC for 25th anniversary of ‘The Nutcracker’ 


The Tyler Junior College Academy of Dance and 
the East Texas Symphony Orchestra are collaborating 
» . for the 25th anniversary presentation 
of T’chaikoysky’s classic ballet, “The 


Nutcracker.” 


* 


This year’s guest 
* artists are Adrian 
Danchig-Waring and 
Abi Stafford, principal 
dancers with the world- 


famous New York City Ballet. 


“We are absolutely thrilled 
to bring in Abi and Adrian 
as our Sugar Plum and her 
Cavalier,’ TJC Academy of 
Dance Director Justine 
Pojanowski said. 


[, Tyler Junior 
f d College 
| fe emy 


of Dance 


The production is set for 2 and 7:30 
p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7, in the R. Don Cowan 
Fine and Performing Arts Center on The 
University of Texas at Tyler campus. 


“The Nutcracker’ is such a time-honored tradition 
for so many East Texans, and it is often children’s first exposure 


to the power and beauty of classical music and dance,” Justine 
Pojanowski said. 

“Tt’s going to be such an exciting year, especially with the 
superb East Texas Symphony Orchestra and Maestro Richard Lee 
providing live music.” 

This marks the first “Nutcracker” performance for the ETSO 
since Lee was named the orchestra’s new conductor in 2012. 


With the guest artists and addition of a live orchestra, the 
costs of bringing this year’s production to life are higher than 
usual, she said, and sponsorships are being sought on a variety of 
“Nutcracker’-themed levels, from Sugar Plum at $10,000 to Snow 
Flake at $250. 


Auditions will be held Saturday, Sept. 7, on the TJC campus. 


Tickets go on sale Monday, Nov. 4, in the Cowan Center 
box office. 


General admission tickets are $22 in advance and $25 at the 
door; with children under age 12 for $16 in advance and $20 at 
the door. Premium seats are $55 for the evening performance and 
$35 for the matinee. 


For more information on sponsorships, please contact 


Pojanowski at 903-510-2483 or by email at jpoj@tjc.edu. 


Theater professor’s new play featured in off-Broadway reading 


“Prodigal,” a new play written by Dr. David W. Crawford, TJC 
theater professor, had its world premiere on Wednesday, Novy. 14, 
in Jean Browne Theatre on the [JC campus. 

An off-Broadway reading of “Prodigal” was held Friday, May 30, 
at Theatre East in New York City, with former “Sopranos” actor 
Dominic Chianese in the leading role. 


Judson Jones, TJC theater alumnus and artistic director of 
Theatre East, directed the reading. 


Rounding out the cast were members of the Theatre East 
company: Christa Kimlicko Jones, TJC alumna and director of 
programming at Theatre East; Kire Tosevski, associate company 
member; David Volin, company member; and Shorey Walker, 
director of marketing. 


TJC theater students who participated were: Braden Socia, 
Tyler; Doug Lake, Tyler; Hannah Johnson, Tyler; Rebecca Carney, 
Athens; and Corrina Weatherly, Tyler. 


Crawford said “Prodigal” was in the process of creation for 
three years, during which time he studied cattle ranching on four 
different ranches. 


“T learned just enough to be dangerous,” he said. “My purpose 
was to learn concepts, philosophies and enough vocabulary to be 
believable, not proficient.” 
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TJC professor Dr. David W. Crawford (back row, center), his cast and TJC friends pose 
for a photo following the performance. 


“Prodigal” is not a cowboy story; but Crawford, a third- 
generation Texan himself, said a ranch is as good a setting as any. 


“Prodigal could take place at anytime, anywhere,” he said. “The 
initial telling took place in the Middle East. It could and does 
happen around the world. My telling happens to be ‘where the 
Piney Woods meets the Post Oak Savannah, in Central Texas, 
roughly anywhere around an hour's circumference of Centerville.” 


In 2008, Theatre East presented a reading of Crawford’s play, 
“Harvest, which was named Smith and Kraus Best New Play of 
2008 and a Back Stage Critics’ Pick. 


For more information on the TJC Department of Theatre, go to 
www.tjc.edu/theatre. 
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Jurassic Summer roars into TJC science center, Discovery Science Place 


Dinosaurs are spending their summer 
vacation in Tyler. 


The Center for Earth & Space 
Science Education at TJC and 
Discovery Science Place are 
collaborating for Jurassic Summer, 
which offers three dinosaur adventures 
at the two venues for one ticket price. 


Jurassic Summer runs through 


Sunday, Sept. 1. 


Combination tickets, which include 
entry into Discovery Science Place as 
well as T'JC’s Center for Earth & Space 
Science Education exhibit and domed 
theater show, are $12 for adults and $8 
for children. Tickets can be purchased 
at either location or online at 
www.jurassicsummer.com. 


The Center for Earth & Space 
Science Education is located at 1411 
E. Lake St., on the TJC main campus. 
Hours are 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesdays- 
Sundays, closed Mondays. Call 
903-510-2312 for more information. 

Discovery Science Place is located at 308 N. Broadway Ave. 
Hours are 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Mondays-Saturdays and 1-5 p.m. 
Sundays. Call 903-533-8011 


for more information. 


“Merging our summer 
dinosaur exhibits into one, 
giant event was too big of an 
opportunity for us to pass 
up, said Dr. Tom Hooten, 
director of the Center for 
Earth & Space Science 
Education at TJC. “This is 
the first of what we hope will 
be many collaborative efforts 
between IJC’s science center 


JURASSIC 


At the Center for Earth & 
Space Science Education at 
TJC, visitors can enjoy two 
dinosaur adventures. 


SUMMER 


a Prehistoric World” will immerse viewers — via a 40-foot, domed 
theater show — to the fathoms below for a swim alongside marine 
reptiles that have been extinct for millions of years. 


First, “Sea Rex: Journey to 


and Discovery Science Place.” 
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Jurassic Summer runs through Sunday, Sept. 1, at the Center for Earth and Space Science Education at TJC and 
Discovery Science Place. For tickets please go to www.,jurassicsummer.com. 


“Sea Rex: Journey to a Prehistoric World” is presented by 
Austin Bank. 


In the TJC science center exhibit hall, visitors can experience 
“Origins: The Dawn of Dinosaurs,’ which houses life-size dinosaur 
models, their mammal-like prey, original fossil wood and volcanic 
ash. Visitors can explore radiometric dating, evidence of the 
ancient environment, and clues to the Triassic climate. 


“Origins: The Dawn of Dinosaurs” is presented by Eubanks 
Harris Roberts Craig Architects Inc., and Henry & Peters PC. 


Across town, Discovery Science Place will host “Age of the 
Dinosaur” a 2,500-square-foot exhibit featuring animatronic, 
prehistoric creatures with life-like features and movements. 


This exhibit is a nod to Discovery Science Place’s grand opening 
20 years ago, when dinosaurs were also the featured attraction. As 
part of this traveling exhibit, guests can experience dinosaurs up 
close. Designers worked closely with some of the nation’s most 
prominent paleontologists and developed these creatures to be as 
scientifically accurate as possible. 


“The creatures in ‘Age of the Dinosaur’ are incredible,” said | 
Phil Lindsey, CEO of Discovery Science Place. “Twenty years | 
ago, when Discovery Science Place first opened its doors, it did 
so with giant dinosaurs. We are excited to have them back for this | 
momentous anniversary.” 


Media sponsors are CBS 19 and Suddenlink Communications. 
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Bartos contribution sets the tone for Apache Band Heritage Endowment 


By Becca Anderson 
Contributing Writer 


The Tyler Junior College Apache 
Band has been delighting audiences and 
representing [JC for 65 years. Wherever 
the band goes, goodwill for TJC follows. 


Beginning in the fall of 2013, Apache 
Band members will be able to come home 
to a specially designated floor of the Louise 
H. and Joseph Z. Ornelas Residential 
Complex. The Ornelas complex already has 
a floor dedicated to members of the Apache 
Belles, in recognition of their unique place 
in TJC history and current outreach. 


The Apache Band played its first 
program after only a week of rehearsal, 
back in 1947, when the Tyler Chamber of 
Commerce invited the group of 30 on an 
Industrial Tour of the area. 


Directing the band was a man who 
became a legend at TJC and beyond—John 
Franklin “Doc” Witt. He set the tone for 
the creation of the TJC band program and 
for every director who has followed. Since 
Witt first raised his baton, the Apache 
Band has performed during Super Bowl 
halftime shows, entertained U.S. troops 
overseas and represented T'JC worldwide. 
The band has been an invaluable asset to 
TJC, but more importantly, has changed 
the lives of its members. 


Jerry Bartos played 
the drums in the 
riginal Apache 
Band in 1947. He 
has never forgotten 
the influence 
Doc Witt and the 
~¥= experience that 
being part of the 
| Apache Band had 


on his life. Bartos is 


Jerry aes during his mee 5 A sigaiicane 

TJC band days, circa COM ibution to 

1947. the new Apache 
Band Heritage 


Endowment in honor of Doc Witt. Thanks 
to Bartos, the lounge of the new Apache 
Band floor will be named in Doc’s honor 
and will recognize all TJC band directors, 


past and present. 


Tom 


Jerry Bartos (right) shares a moment with Tom Mensch, TJC director of bands, at a recent TJC alumni event. 


Bartos has made a significant contribution to the new Apache Band Heritage Endowment in honor of his 
mentor Doc Witt, who was the first director of bands at TJC. 


Growing up in Tyler was not an easy ride 
for Jerry Bartos. He attended TJC when it 
was housed in the Tyler High School and 
delivered newspapers to help make ends 
meet. Fascinated by science, he saved for 
an inexpensive telescope to broaden his 
view of the stars, and then set his heart on 
chemistry when an aunt gave him a toy 
chemistry set. TJC was his springboard to 
The University of Texas at Austin, where 
he graduated with a degree in chemistry. 
Later, his career led him to Texas Eastman, 
where he worked for 25 years as a chemist. 
Lessons he learned in self-discipline and 
attention to detail while playing in the 
Apache Band under Doc Witt were vital 
to his success. He also has a passion for 
photography and has won numerous 
awards. 


Doc Witt led the Apache Band for five 
years, until his death in 1952, and he 
brought a wealth of talent and experience 
to the group. Born in 1884 near Omaha, 
Texas, his background included a stint 
with the circus, playing in martial music 
bands and even in the John Phillips Sousa 
band. He led the Tyler Kid Band during 
WW I, which later organized itself into the 
Tyler Municipal Band, which he led for 36 
years. He founded the Tyler High School 
band and later the TJC Apache Band. His 


decades of musical apprenticeship paved 
the way for the excellence the Apache Band 
demonstrates at every performance. 


Students who dedicate themselves to 
the Apache Band are tireless ambassadors 
for [JC and the East Texas community. 
Their schedules are jammed with studies, 
rehearsals, performances and travel. A good 
band thrives on the camaraderie of the 
members and teamwork. The residence hall 
floor will enhance the relationships and 
interaction of band members and provide 
a living and learning environment like 
no other. The floor and the new Apache 
Band Heritage Endowment will preserve 
the legacy of the band and ensure the 
experience for future generations 
of students. 


Over the course of its 65-year history, 
the Apache Band has had thousands of 
members, and each has contributed to the 
success of the band program today. 


If you were a member, had a family 
member who was in the band, wish to 
memorialize a former member or simply 
express appreciation for the Apache 
Band program, please consider a naming 
opportunity on the Apache Band floor of 
the Ornelas Residential Complex. 


MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ADVANCEMENT AND ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT 


Dear TJC Family, 


The TJC Alumni Association recently hosted a reception for 
alumni living in the Tyler area and had record attendance! Almost 
150 former students, some traveling from outside of Texas, joined 
us to honor one of our own. We recognized a dedicated Apache, 
Betty Briggs, for 15 years of service to Tyler Junior College 
and the TJC Alumni Association. As director of alumni affairs, 
Betty helped TJC build a thriving program that is considered a 
leader among community colleges. With approximately 2,000 
members, the association reaches out across the nation to 
re-connect former students to TJC. 


‘The evening was a wonderful tribute to a great lady who 


“bleeds black and gold.” 


As we search for the next alumni 
leader, Ruth Flynn has agreed to 
serve as interim director of alumni 
affairs. Ruth led the world-famous 
Apache Belles for almost three 
decades. Her energy, enthusiasm and 
love of Tyler Junior College will help 
us continue the legacy of the TJC 
Alumni Association. Please join me in 
welcoming Ruth in her new role. 

I am also serving in a new capacity 
as executive director of advancement 
and alumni engagement. 


Since returning to my hometown of Tyler more than 10 
years ago, I have been fortunate to work for my favorite college, 
TJC. As director of principal gifts, it has been my privilege 
to frequently collaborate with Betty, our alumni and the [JC 
Alumni Association. In my new role, | want to help TJC 
continue to grow its nationwide network of former students. 


Naming opportunities include: 
¢ Band Floor for a $50,000 gift 
¢ Band Wing for a $25,000 gift 
¢ Band Student Room for a $5,000 gift 


As part of the John Franklin “Doc” Witt 
Directors Lounge, you may also contribute 
to recognize the more than six decades of 


leadership of the Apache Band. 


Student rooms will have a personalized 
plaque recognizing a friend, a loved one, a 
family member or your own years as a band 


member. The plaques will remind current 
students of the deep heritage they share 
as Apache Band members and encourage 
them to live up to the excellence that has 
gone before them. Name recognition is 
also available within the lounge, wings 
and overall floor. All contributions will 
help build the Apache Band Heritage 
Endowment, which will provide 3 
ongoing funds to address the 
program's priority needs. 


Tyler Junior College is distinguished 
by its rich history of alumni, and 
the staff and board of the TJC 
Alumni Association are dedicated to 
engaging those alumni as resources 
for the College. It is my honor to 
join the team. 


Ifyou are not already a member 
of the TJC Alumni Association, I 
invite you to join us. As a member, 
you can give back to the College 
by supporting programs that you 
benefitted from while providin 
scholarships to students. Currently, TJC Alumni Association 
dues have funded more than $225,000 in endowed scholarships, 
which will continue to provide assistance to future generations of 


TJC students. 


You can stay connected to your TJC family and support your 
alma mater! Become a member of the TJC Alumni Association 
today, by visiting www.tjc.edu and selecting “Alumni” or calling 


(903) 510-2371. 


I invite you to join the team! 


Sincerely, 


LLL 
Mitch Andrews 


Executive Director, Advancement and Alumni Engagement 


Class of 1983 


To learn more about the Apache Band 
Heritage Endowment and its naming 
opportunities, contact Ruth Flynn, 

TJC interim director of alumni 
affairs, at 903-510-3197 or by email 
at rfly@tjc.edu, or visit www.tjc.edu/ 
BandHeritageEndowment. 
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Apache Belle Gold establishes chapters in North Texas, Houston 


By Mitch Andrews 


The Tyler Junior College Alumni 
Association is almost 2,000 members 
strong and continues to develop new 
opportunities to re-connect former students 
to their favorite college, TJC. 


Leaders of Apache Belle Gold, the 
College's most successful alumni group, are 
reaching out across Texas to establish new 
chapters. Building on the momentum of 
last year’s 65th anniversary for the Apache 
Belles, alumni leaders are striving to grow 
Belle Gold beyond its current membership 
of almost 400. 


“We are taking our show on the 
road,’ Apache Belle Gold President Suzy 
Simpson said. “We're working with alumni 
throughout Texas to develop chapters that 
re-engage former Belles, promote and 
support the current Belle program, and 
serve our alumni in their communities.” 


Ruth Flynn, TJC interim director of 
alumni affairs and former director of the 
Apache Belle program, believes Apache 
Belle Gold will continue to grow due to the 
dedication of its volunteer leaders. 


“The success is due to the alumni who 
carry on the Apache Belle legacy beyond 
their years at TJC,” Flynn said. 


North Texas Chapter 

The first Apache Belle Gold chapter, 
the North Texas Chapter, had a successful 
launch on Jan. 17, when the group hosted a 
reception at La Hacienda Ranch restaurant 
in Carrollton. 


(ils sisws GRAND We aY- ON = 


Former Belles attend the launch of the North Texas Chapter of 
Apache Belle Gold held at La Hacienda Ranch in Carrollton. 


Greater Houston Chapter Steering Committee members include (from left) Lana Cantrell, Shannan Reid, 
Ruth Flynn, Meredith Burg, Anna Johnson and Rachael Berry. 


“We had 75 ladies join us for the 
festivities,’ Flynn said. “It was a wonderful 
evening! The North Texas group is ready 
to go and wants to blaze a trail as the 
first chapter for Belle Gold. Everyone 
enjoyed the fellowship but also got down 
to business and discussed their chapter's 
structure and opportunities to stay 
connected and serve the Apache Belle 
program.” 


The North Texas Chapter has already 
hosted various opportunities to its 
members, including a Feb. 21 “Sushi and 
Sake” Japan Send-Off Party at Blue Fish in 
Irving, to honor the Apache Belles goodwill 
trip to Japan during spring break of 2013. 
On May 23, the chapter hosted “BYOBB: 
Buy your own bottle and bring a Belle” at 

Palio’s Pizza Café 


in Richardson. 


Chapter members were 

MM also invited to Fair Park in 

#4 Dallas on June 27, for dinner 
followed by a performance of 
the musical, “Flashdance.” The 
North Texas Chapter steering 
committee is comprised 

of Audrea Carroll Weimer 
(chair), Bethany Sturges Crisp, 
Amanda Vollmer Dickson, 
Laura Sandayol Farmer, Suzy 


Mohamadi Simpson 


(Apache Belle Gold president) and 
Leslie Murrah-Wood. 


Greater Houston Chapter 

Another Texas chapter was launched 
in April! The Greater Houston Chapter 
of Apache Belle Gold gathered at Café 
Solea in Houston on April 28, 2013, 
and 35 ladies came to meet former Belles 
in their area and learn about the group. 
Leading the charge in Houston are Rachael 
Mock Berry (chair) and fellow steering 
committee members Meredith Beck Burg, 
Lana Rushing Cantrell, Anna Johnson and 
Shannan Marcontell Reid. 


Both of these chapters hope to encourage 
other former Belles to step forward and 
lead the development of chapters in their 
‘Texas communities. 


“Apache Belle Gold truly promotes 
the continuing sisterhood of the Apache 
Belles,” Simpson said. “Your Belle 
experience stays with you throughout 
your life, and Belle Gold gives you an 
opportunity to reconnect to that experience 
and give back to the group and program 
that gave so much to you, TJC’s Apache 
Belles.” 


For more information on Apache Belle 
Gold and Texas chapters, please go to www. 
facebook.com/ApacheBelleGold or contact 
Ruth Flynn, interim director of alumni 


affairs, 903-510-3197 or rfly@tjc.edu. 


FRIDAY, OCT. 25~—. 
6 P.M. 
ALUMNI AWARDS DINNER 
Apache Rooms, Rogers Student Center 


SATURDAY, OCT. 26. , 
12:30-2:30 Pb 
ALUMNI MEMBERS’ ® 
TAILGATE PARTY 
3 P.M. 
APACHES vs. KILGORE COLLEGE 


Trinity Mother Frances Rose Stadium 


REUNIONS 
Apache Band Gold 
Apache Belle Gold 

Apache Chiefs 

Brothers & Sisters 1960-80 

Rockin’ the 60s 
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Jimmy Don Wilson, 
of Wills Point, played 
football at TJC from 
1953-55. Last fall, 

he visited the alumni 
office to share his 
scrapbook. Well, it is 
no ordinary scrapbook! 
At the end of his 

TJC football season, Coach Wagstaff 
presented a commemorative book to 
Jimmy in honor of having the most “play 
time.’ Photographer and artist Bob Dark 
complied the book, which contains photos 
of teammates, games and bonfires, along 
with programs, scores, trip information and 
Dark’s personal drawings and paintings. 
This one-of-a-kind book is now on loan to 
Tyler Junior College (along with Jimmy's 
No. 52 football jersey) and was included 
in the College's “Black & Gold—85th 
Anniversary’ exhibit at the Tyler Museum 
of Art. After TJC, Jimmy earned a football 
scholarship to the University of North 
Texas, where he played for two years and 
was invited to try out for the Chicago 
Bears. He declined the invitation, saying, 
“too cold and too far from home!” He went 
back home to tend to his cows—something 
he continues to do to this day. Jimmy has 
been married to Sandra Bourland for over 
55 years, and they have three children, 
three grandchildren, and one great- 


grandchild. 


a) = | Marion “Mutt” 

“ Pugh recently sold 
the Pugh Hardware 
Store in Grand Saline 
and is spending more 
time with his wife 
Nancy®, and their 
family. Mutt originally worked in the family 
hardware store as a boy. When his father 
became ill, he moved back to Grand Saline 
to help and eventually purchased the store in 
1983. Mutt recently reflected on more than 
half a century of work and commented, 
“T've enjoyed it, but it is time for a change— 
and I will enjoy that also. Down through 
the years, I have been able to help a lot 
of folks and that is good to remember.” 


% Denotes Annual Member 


Mutt also remembers riding the TJC bus 
every morning at 7 a.m., and returning 

late in the afternoon. He met Nancy on 
the bus, and she was attending TJC ona 
band scholarship. Mutt and Nancy have 
purchased an RV and plan to travel coast to 
coast visiting family. 


1974 

Kristin “Beck” Becklund-Blanchard 
eraduated from TJC in 1974 and married 
Tyler native Sam Blanchard that same year. 
While attending TJC, Beck was a member 
of Tau Kappa Sorority. She completed two 
master's degrees in education administration 
and communication disorders. Beck has 

a varied career in special education, with 

the last 33 years as a speech and language 
pathologist. In June of 2012, she retired as 
therapist advisor for speech and language 
pathologists at the Los Angeles USD. She 
and Sam have two daughters: Tessa is a 2012 
graduate in history from the University of 
Oklahoma, and Erica is a 2012 graduate 
from a California high school. As their 
children pursue higher education, Beck and 
Sam are moving from their Los Angeles 


home to the Becklund family farm near Falls 
City, Ore. 


1976 


Brenda Shuttlesworth Staples, formerly 
of Troup, received her associate’s degree 

at [JC in 1976. Brenda continued her 
education at East Texas State University in 
Commerce (now Texas A & M Commerce) 
and received a B.S. in 1978. She has led 
PALS for 30 years, which is a prosthetic and 
limb deficient support group for amputee 
children and their families that is connected 
with Texas Scottish Rite Hospital for 
Children in Dallas. Brenda has been married 
to David, formerly of Tyler, for 34 years, 
and they have two sons, Zachary and Noah. 
They reside in Mansfield, Texas. 


1977 


Larry Pittman retired from the Dallas 
County Adult Probation Department 
during fall of 2011, after 33 years of service. 
In December 2012, he graduated with a 
Master of Arts in both theology and 
Christian ministry from Dallas Baptist 
University. Larry is presently serving as a 


Denotes Lifetine Member 


pastor at Northview Baptist Church of 
Irving. His wife, Sue Ann Jones Pittman, 
also graduated from TJC in 1977. Last fall, 
she retired from Plymouth Park Baptist 
Church of Irving, after 33 years in children’s 
ministry. 
Larry and 
Sue Ann 
periodically 
join other 


TJC alumni 


PS, } “A 
Pe f] Yes, .Se . 
" ea. who “hung 
Rbk o ~~ 


Ai pty out’ at the 


former Baptist Student Union (BSU) to 
catch up and pass around TJC yearbooks. 
While attending TJC, Larry was also a 
member of Las Mascaras and Phi Theta 
Kappa. Larry writes, “Just wanted to share 
these marvelous milestones and ask you to 
pass them along in the alumni news, so that 
some of my friends can celebrate with me in 
seeing how God has been using my life.” 
Pictured with Larry and Sue Ann are their 
two daughters, Keisha and Maresa. 


1979 

Cynthia Hullum Kethley® writes that she 
and her husband, Tim, were introduced at 
the TJC Wesley Foundation by the Rey. 
Harvey Beckendorf; and he married them at 
the TJC Wesley chapel in 1990. Cindy adds 
that Rev. Beckendorf served as the campus 
minister and director of TJC’s Wesley 
Foundation for 23 years, from 1969 to 
1992. She fondly remembers him mentoring 
the group, which resulted in many pastors 
and at least one doctor. Rev. Beckendorf, 
one of Cindy’s favorite TJC memories, 
passed away last September. 


1993 


Joe Wilbert II helped organize a reunion 
for his former TJC classmates from 1991- 
93. He posted an event on Facebook and 
suggested a reunion, which started with 


30 people and grew (see photo above from 
TJC basketball game). Joe says, “The whole 
reunion was about everyone seeing everyone 
based on our great years, and the friendships 
we developed over our time at TJC. I can 
speak for everyone at the reunion—IJC 
was the best time of our lives!” A member 
of the Apache basketball team, he went on 
to play basketball at Texas A&M, where 

he earned a bachelor’s degree in sociology 
and later played professional basketball in 
Europe. Following his basketball career, 

he became a juvenile probation officer. He 
now lives in Houston, where he is a custom 
home builder and college basketball official 
for Southland Conference, SWAC and 

the Sun Belt Conference. Joe is married to 
Shaylon Brownfield, and he has a 13-year- 
old son named Romello. A special thanks to 
Armetha Adams who provided the reunion 


photo. 


1994 


Rebecca Alejandro® is a former Apache 
Belle and a member of Phi Theta Kappa. 
She graduated from UT Tyler in 1996 and 
married Joe Alejandro in 1999. Rebecca 
currently works as an operating room nurse. 
She and Joe have two children, Trey and 


Bianca. 


1998 


a ‘ 
Adam Daley® was recently promoted 

to vice president, field operation at USIS 
(United States Investigative Services). After 
an extensive search to fill the position, 

he was selected to provide leadership to 

the western part of the United States. He 
oversees the Midwest, Southwest, Northwest 
and West Coast regions—26 states, plus 

the territory of Guam (more than 1,100 
employees)! During his days at TJC, Adam 
was a member of Phi Theta Kappa, Student 
Senate, Harmony & Understanding and 

a resident hall specialist. After receiving 

his associate's degree, he transferred to 

UT Arlington and graduated magna cum 


%* Denotes Annual Member 


laude. Adam credits the 9/11 terrorist 
attacks for shaping his future. After those 
events, he knew he wanted to pursue a 
career in national security. He lives in the 
greater Dallas area with wife Jody and their 
children, Addyson and Jameson. Pictured 
with the Daley family are (from left) Gigi 
Delk, Scott Mischnick and Judy Turman. 


2000 


Suzy Mohammadi Simpson®, a member 
of the Apache Belles’ 52nd Line, is the new 
Apache Belle Gold President. She is excited 
to be a part of the launching of the Apache 
Belle Gold North Texas Chapter. For the 
next two years, one of her goals is to see a 25 
percent boost in membership among current 
non-member Belle alumni and a boost 

in volunteer participation among current 
members by 30 percent or greater. Suzy 
adds, “Although our performance years were 
short, we are Apache Belles for life!” Pictured 
with Suzy (second from right) at the Belles’ 
North Texas Chapter launch event are (from 
left) Ruth Flynn, Amanda Dickson, and 
Audrea Weimer. 


2005 
; Bae) Kristi Flippin 
== | Boyett® was 
Bq recently appointed 

| the City of Tyler's 
communications 
manager. Boyett has 
worked for the City 
of Tyler for more 
than seven years, 
most recently as the 
manager for organizational development. In 
that role, she oversaw operations of the City 
University Department, the city’s employee 
training program, which includes new 
employee orientation, Leadership Academy 
and the Mayor's Citizens Academy. She also 
serves on the city’s Performance Excellence 
Program team, is a Lean Six Sigma Black 


Denotes Lifetime Member 


Belt, the city’s wellness committee chair 

and helped start the city’s Toastmasters 

club, Blueprint Toasters, in 2009. Boyett 
began her career with the city in 2005 as 
the special projects coordinator for the Solid 
Waste Department where she planned and 
organized environmental initiatives and 
events with the Keep Tyler Beautiful Board. 
Also, she currently serves as the publicity 
chair for Women in Tyler, Bethesda Alliance 
community awareness chair, public relations 
officer for District 50 Toastmasters and 

is in Class 26 of Leadership Tyler. Kristi 
grew up in Irving and moved to Tyler to 

be a [JC Apache Belle. She earned an 
associate's degree from ‘Tyler Junior College 
and a bachelor’s degree in journalism from 
the University of North Texas, where she 
served as editor in chief of the award- 
winning North Texas Daily newspaper. 
Before she worked for the City of Tyler, she 
was a feature writer for the Tyler Morning 
Telegraph newspaper for three years. Kristi 
and her husband, Tony, live in Whitehouse 
and have one daughter, Riley. 


2012 

Diana E. Andino is working at Tyler Junior 
College since receiving her bookkeeping 
certificate and is very thankful to TJC for all 
the blessings she has received. So far, she has 
received her associate's degree in December 
2011 and two certificates this year. 


Melisha A. Angerer has enjoyed her time 
at Tyler Junior College and has met many 
great people. She is still attending TJC and 
hopes to enter the associate degree nursing 


program in Fall 2013. 


Marla Akins is attending the University of 
Texas at Tyler to complete her bachelor’s 
degree. 


Laurie M. Bailey recently got engaged and 
plans to get married in December 2013. 


Tommy K. Bennett is continuing his 
education at the University of Texas at Tyler. 


Margeeta A. Bowens just celebrated her 
12th wedding anniversary, and her son 

just turned 11. She is currently working 

at Trinity Clinic Family Practice and just 
received a job offer for a nursing position at 


‘Trinity Mother Frances. 
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Matthew Brantley is working at Bextine 
research lab and is studying chemistry at the 
University of Texas at Tyler. 


Cedrick Cain is currently attending the 
University of Texas at Arlington pursing his 


Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in performance. 


Monica Combs moved to San Marcos 

in the fall of 2012 to attend Texas State 
University and pursue a bachelor’s degree in 
recreation administration with therapeutic 
emphasis. 


Lori Cook attended the University of Texas 
at Tyler during the fall to complete her 
English degree. 


Aurelio Dominguez Jr. is attending Texas 
State Technical College in Waco, to study 


instrumentation technology. 


Bethany Fauss is working on her bachelor's 
degree at the University of Texas at Tyler 

in human resource development, with a 
business administration minor. 


Santricia Fields was promoted to 
supervising technician at her current job. 


Joyce Garrison transferred to the University 
of North Texas to pursue her bachelor’s 
degree. 


Katherine Glass is seeking her bachelor’s 
degree in political science from the 


University of North Texas. 


Courtney Harrell was just accepted into 
the radiologic technology program at Tyler 
Junior College. 


Megan Holladay is continuing her studies 
in Spanish at Southern Adventist University 
in Collegedale, Tenn., and from there will 
attend Union College in Nebraska to study 
international reserve and relief. 


LaDonna N. Kelley welcomed her second 
child in March 2013. 


Jennifer Kennedy received a job as a nurse 
at an OB/GYN doctor's office in August of 
2009, married in November of 2009 and 
one year later gave birth to her son, Noah. 


Christina Kramer travelled to London 

to march with Stephen F. Austin State 
University's Lumberjack Marching Band, 
which was specifically requested by the 
Queen to march in the New Year's Parade. 


* Denotes Annual Member 


Joanna Leath is attending the University of 
Mary-Hardin Baylor to obtain a bachelor’s 


degree in business. 


Crystal E Low is celebrating her five-year 
anniversary and is continuing at Tyler Junior 
College for her degree in nursing. 


Ashly Marsh received a new job at East 
Texas Medical Center in Tyler as a registered 
nurse in the trauma/ortho step-down unit. 


Jessica McClure is a current student at Sam 
Houston State University and is majoring 

in dance and minoring in kinesiology. She is 
also dancing on the university dance team, 
“Orange Pride,” and works with Trendsetters 
Dance Company. 


Erika McWilliams started a new job with 
her licensed vocational nursing degree at 


Oakbrook Nursing Home in Whitehouse. 


Erica N. Miellmier will be returning to 
school this fall to pursue another degree. 


Sandra Montalvo was accepted to the 
University of Texas at Arlington and will be 
earning a bachelor’s degree in international 
business and finance. 


Lloyd Morey III is working toward his 
associate's degree in business management at 


Tyler Junior College. 


Jennifer Patino is currently at the University 
of Texas at Tyler working on her Bachelor of 
Science degree in nursing. 


Clinton D. Pruitt started a new job at Hall 
Buick GMC as a service advisor. 


Karla A. Reeder just purchased her first 


home. 


Phyllis Roberts graduated from Tyler Junior 
College with two associate's degrees and 

two certificates and has also been working 

as a realtor with ERA Five Star Realty & 
Land Co. She also just celebrated her 22nd 


wedding anniversary. 


Forrest Simon attended The University 
of Texas at Tyler and Sam Houston State 
University. 


Zachary C. Simmons 

has been working with 

Klein Products since he 
| received his degree at 


THC. 


esDenotes Lifetime Member 


Laci Singletary is pursuing a job as a 


Licensed Vocational Nurse. 


Samantha Stellpflug was married this past 
September and is expecting her second child 
this September. 


Ashley Take was accepted into Stephen 
F Austin State University to continue her 
education. 


Meagan Talley is pursuing a paramedic and 
nursing degree at Tyler Junior College. 


Jasmine Taylor is now a full-time 
ophthalmic assistant, thanks to her training 
at Tyler Junior College. 


Audree Tennyson was accepted into [he 
University of Texas at Tyler to earn her 
masters degree in accounting. 


Lana Thompson married and moyed to San 
Antonio in June. 


Herve Tshipau has transferred to the 
University of Texas at Tyler to pursue a 
bachelor’s degree in management and a 
minor in finance. 


Lachell D. Tramble 
passed her state board 
exams on Jan. 10, 

and became a licensed 
vocational nurse. 


Lisa Tucker is currently seeking a position 
in her chosen major. 


Shelley Tucker is employed with Aaon Coils 


and is working on air conditioners. 


Deborah Walters is currently attending Texas 
Womens University at Denton to pursue a 
Bachelor of Science degree in nursing, 


Ashley Webb was promoted after 
graduation to integrate the [T department 
and also maintain her status as billing 
coordinator at Texas Home Health. 


Renae C. Wilkinson received her 
emergency medical technician degree and 
got a full-time job in the emergency room at 
East Texas Medical Center as a technician. 


Amelia V. Williamson is continuing her 


education at Tyler Junior College. 


1985 
Carol Rogers and Dr. Robert Pillow, 
Little Rock, Ark. 


1997 


Jacquelyn Collier and Brett Lackey, 
Whitehouse 


2007 

Emily E. Allen and Peyton Welch, Tyler 
Magen Pickel and Joe Bob Daniel, 
Sulphur Springs 


2008 


Jessica Swinney and James Garen, 


Whitehouse 


2010 


Amanda Donica and Clayton Spruill, 
Tyler 


Krystle Isbell and Gregory Sibbing, Tyler 


DEATHS 
TJC Family 


Jan Jones, Sept. 6, 2012, Tyler 


Rey. Harvey O. Beckendorf, Sept. 23, 
2012, Tomball 


TJC Friends 


Eurice Bass, September 7, 2008, Dallas 


Charles T. Williamson, Dec. 11, 2008, 
McKinney 


Fred H. Lowe, Dec. 28, 2010, Dallas 
Bill Barrett, May 7, 2012, Tyler 
Patsy K. Clyde, July 21, 2012, Tyler 
Robert Uzzell, Sept. 1, 2012, Tyler 


Roy Verner Jr, Feb. 12, 2013, 
Barrington, Ill. 


Frankie Widner, Feb. 16, 2013, Tyler 


1942 


A.K. Thorndike, June 30, 2012, Tyler 


1946 


Robert Leath, May 20, 2012, Tyler 


1948 


C. Elmer Austin, Aug. 9, 2012, Tyler 
Diane Mauldin Verner, Oct. 12, 2008, 
Barrington, Ill. 


- *Denotes Annual Member 


1950 
Russell U. Smith, April 18, 2012, 


Houston 


Mary Fagan Burgess, March 21, 2013, 
Chandler 


1953 


Charles “Charlie” Thomas, February 27, 
2011, Nederland 


Jerry Doggett, May 3, 2012, Tyler 

1954 

Cecelia Woodle, April 23, 2012, Gilmer 
Rachel Janeway Williams, Nov. 25, 2012, 
Tyler 

1955 

Victoria A. Land, Oct. 4, 1993, Garland 


Joyce Brown Wiley, Nov. 28, 2012, 
San Antonio 


Norma Jean L. White, Feb. 21, 2013, 
Tyler 


1956 


John Whitham, March 11, 2012, Tyler 


1957 


Larry Larison, Dec. 29, 2012, Tyler 


1958 


Robert L. Parish, June 24, 2012, Arp 


1960 
Jeri L. Campos, February 21, 2012, 


Lorena 

James F. Barnes, June 29, 2012, Tyler 
Rosiland Butler Nichols, June 29, 2012, 
Tyler 


1961 
Bobby L. Kimbrell, Sept. 22, 2009, 
Fredericksburg 


1966 


Reedie McKellar-Busby, March 27, 2012, 
Tyler 


1967 


Helen Campbell, May 8, 2012, Tyler 


1969 


John S. Poer, Feb. 26, 2012, Richardson 


«Denotes Lifetime Member 


1970 
Whan V. Boaz, March 17, 2012, 
The Woodlands 


1971 


Helen EF. Crites, April 7, 2012, Troup 


1974 
Lilian H. Moffeit, March 16, 2012, 


Jacksonville 


1975 


Linda Roberts, Feb. 25, 1992, Center 


1977 


Natalie R. Johnson, Feb. 22, 2013, Tyler 


1978 
William “Bill” L. Harrington, March 16, 
2013, Tyler 


1979 
Neil H. Sandlin, July 1, 1986, Winnsboro 
Stephen Walker, May 15, 2012, Arlington 


1981 


Roy M. Ray, April 29, 2012, Tyler 


1986 


Paul S. Bennett, April 27, 2012, Tyler 
1992 

Carol A. Cuca, Feb. 26, 2012, Tyler 
Steve Hedricks, Feb. 2, 2013, Flint 


1993 


Jade A. Lee, April 25, 2012, Alba 


1996 


Lydia ‘Coo’ Davis, March 31, 2013, Tyler 


1997 
William D. Tipps, Dec. 8, 2008, 
Mount Enterprise 


2002 
Mark A. Crutchfield, March 16, 2012, 
Tyler 


2008 


Chris Mass, Feb. 9, 2013, Tyler 


2011 


Andrew Murphey, March 28, 2012, Tyler 
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P.O. Box 9020 
Tyler, Texas 75711-9020 


Conung Attractions 


Theatre TJC: ‘Our Town’ Percussion/Wind Ensemble Concert 
7:30 p.m. Wednesday-Saturday, Oct. 3-6 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 20 
and Thursday-Sunday, Oct. 11-13 Wise Auditorium 


Jean Browne’ Theatre Theatre TJC: ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ 


Apaches vs. Navarro College (Parents Veekend) 7:30 p.m. Wednesday-Sunday, Nov. 20-24 
7 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 5 Jean Browne Theatre 


Trinity Mother Frances Rose Stadium Holiday Pops 


Apaches vs. Kilgore College (Homecoming) Harmony & Understanding and 
3 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 26 TJC Jazz Ensemble 
Trinity Mother Frances Rose Stadium 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, Dec. 6 and 7 


TJC Jazz Ensemble Miseiauatondn 

With trumpeter Wayne Bergeron ‘The Nutcracker’ Ballet 

7:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 26 TJC Academy of Dance and 
Liberty Hall East Texas Symphony Orchestra 
Bandia:Palooga 2 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7 


7:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday, Nov. 7 and 8 Cowan Center, UT Tyler campus 
Wise Auditorium 


